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PROSPECTS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF ECOTOURISM
IN THE REPUBLIC OF AZERBAIJAN

One of the developing sectors of the economy in the non-oil sector is tourism. The recent development
in the field of tourism. International competitions held in our country are one of the main factors ensuring
the flow of tourists. As the interest of tourists to our country grows, so do the types of tourism. There are
different types of tourism, and each of them is unique. One of them is ecotourism. Ecotourism is a type of
tourism in which foreign visitors come in contact with the local population, rent their homes and use their
kitchens. Locals also get information about the foreign tourists’ country, history and culture, music and
cuisine. When talking about nature tourism, experts draw attention to the income of the local population
from this business, saying that it prevents both unemployment and peoples dependence on the state. The rich
nature of Azerbaijan, sights, fresh mountain air, cool springs, the world famous Caspian Sea have led to the
creation of a number of international routes and the formation of the corresponding infrastructure. In this
regard, our country, which has an advantageous position for any sphere of tourism, is very lucky.

Formulation of the problem. Since the mid-20th
century, the number of factors threatening ecosystems
has increased. In this regard, ecotourism can be useful
in protecting ecosystems. The final declaration of the
2002 World Ecotourism Summit recommended the
development of ecotourism policies and development
strategies. The Quebec Declaration also calls for the
development of educational programs to protect nature, its
sustainable use, to get acquainted with local and unique
cultures, and to inform children and young people about
their relationship with ecotourism.

Analysis of recent research and publications.
Various books, articles and Internet resources related to
the environment, tourism in Azerbaijan and ecotourism,
relevant legislation have been researched during the
preparation of the article. From this point of view, it is
possible to name such scientists as Martha Honey, Kelsey
Frenkiel, V.Ye. Boreiko, A.A Vinogradov. For example,
Martha Honey and Kelsey Frenkiel co-authored a book,
“Overtourism: Lessons for a Better Future” published
in 2021. On the other hand, V.Ye. Boreiko’s work “The
Trojan horse of ecotourism: death for nature reserves” is
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very relevant from this point of view. From Azerbaijan
researchers, the book by A.T. Asgarov, B.A. Bilalov,
Ch.G. Gulaliyev “Ecological tourism”, Sh. Mammadov’s
book “Azerbaijan: ecotourism potential” are interesting
sources for research in this field.

Formulation of the aim of the article. The article
aims to discuss the suitability of Azerbaijani nature and
its opportunities for tourism purposes, what features are
attractive to tourists, to make proposals for the development
of this area of tourism.

Main material. In order to support the development
of ecotourism, various programmes and projects are being
implemented in Azerbaijan by international organizations.
Within the framework of ecotourism, such international
routes as “Alexander Dumas in the Caucasus” which
amazed the French, “German settlements in Azerbaijan”,
“Silk Road”, “Wine Road”, “Seven Wonders of Azerbaijan”
which are popular among the German tourists have been
created in Azerbaijan. The creation of these routes leads to
the creation of relevant infrastructure [5, p. 5].

In 2009, with the participation of President of the
Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev, the foundation of the
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Shahdag tourist complex, the pearl of the country’s tourism
industry, was laid in the Gusar region, in the Shahdag
National Park. The area where the complex is located is
distinguished by its ecological purity, rich flora and fauna.
Shahdag tourist complex is the first ski resort in the history
of Azerbaijan. The uniqueness of this complex is that
due to the production of artificial snow, this recreation
center is the first in Europe to operate in all seasons.
The construction of the Shahdag tourist complex, which
will accommodate 5,000 tourists, costs 4 billion EUR [8].
Five S5-star hotels, oriental-style mansions and cottages
have been built on 2,000 hectares. At the highest point of
Shahdag, at an altitude of 2,500 meters, a restaurant has
been built, which can be reached by cable car. A sports base
has been established near the complex. Bobsley and ski
trails, an ice rink and a hockey rink have been built here.

Currently, work is underway in Gabala and Sheki to
provide services within the framework of winter tourism.
The creation of such complexes will create conditions not
only for the development of skiing, but also many winter
sports and mountain tourism. Our country has all the
conditions for ecotourism to become a profitable industry.
A family recreation association has been established in
Sheki. Homes are rented to tourists by locals. In many
countries around the world, ecotourism, a type of hunting
tourism, is a very lucrative field. Effective development
of eco-tourism can increase the income of the local
population, which can be a key impetus to increase
employment. Azerbaijan has all the conditions for the
development of hunting tourism. For example, in winter,
in the Kyzylagach reserve, the presence of a large number
of migratory birds is very favourable for licensed hunting.
Thanks to the cooperation with the Eurasia Foundation,
this type of tourism is developing in the regions of
Azerbaijan. The project covers five southern regions -
Lankaran, Masalli, Astara, Lerik and Yardimli. The second
project includes Guba, Gusar and Devechi [6]. According
to UNWTO and other international organizations, the
current stage in the development of the tourism industry
in Azerbaijan is characterized by positive changes in
many areas. The attention of the country’s leadership to
this issue, the adoption by the President of the Republic
of Azerbaijan of the “State Program for the Development
of Tourism in Azerbaijan in 2010-2014”, the Development
Concept “Azerbaijan 2020: Look into the Future” — all of
this proves that Azerbaijan is rapidly integrating into the
world space and successfully applying the experience of
leading countries in the international tourism market.
Activities carried out jointly with the UN, UNESCO,
ISESCO, WTO and other international organizations in the
field of tourism, and especially in the field of eco-tourism,
show that our country is interested in preserving its cultural
heritage and Azerbaijan’s ancient culture and recognition
in the world.

The development of ecotourism is also economically
viable. New jobs are being created, people have the
opportunity to apply their ideas, knowledge and skills.
Ecotourism is very interesting for foreign tourists. Tourists
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visiting our country admire the beauty of vast areas where
wildlife is preserved, high mountains, rocks, waterfalls,
thick forests. The increase in the number of national parks
also stimulates the development of ecotourism in our
country. New tourist routes are opened here. A project
is being prepared to transform Absheron’s Zira Island
into a modern ecotourism complex. Here, the Bjarke
Ingels Group, a Danish architectural firm, is designing
an environmentally friendly resort complex. According
to the Ministry of Culture and Tourism of Azerbaijan, a
magnificent tourism complex is planned to be built on the
Absheron Peninsula in the next 20 years. It is planned to
build 300 villas with a living area of 10,000 people, an
international university, a hospital, 5 hotels (4-5 stars), a
golf club with an area of 100 hectares, other administrative
and public buildings, and beach complexes [9]. The
complex will have 16 wind turbines, which will supply
electricity to the entire complex. In order to ensure
complete environmental safety, it is planned to establish
a treatment system for the treatment of waste and water of
the Caspian Sea.

Development of various types of tourism — ecological
tourism, rural tourism, extreme tourism, mountain
tourism — will give an impetus to increase the number of
foreign tourists in our country.

Summarizing the above, we can show the most
important components of ecotourism:

— promotion of tourists, i.e. creation of a tourist-
oriented product aimed at expanding the knowledge and
skills of tourists;

— carrying out companies with the participation of
tourists and tour operators in the direction of careful use
of natural resources on the route, protection of wildlife and
ecosystems;

— respect for the customs and traditions of local
communities, intercultural exchange and communication.

Recently, under the influence of various factors
affecting the development of ecotourism, several modern
trends have emerged. Firstly, new forms and manifestations
of ecotourism are emerging. Secondly, ecotourism is being
more closely integrated with other types of the tourism
industry. Today, there is a trend in the world that net
proponents of ecotourism, noting the negative effects of
large influxes of ecotourists, demand a ban on any tourism
activities in specially protected natural areas. However,
despite their position, ecotourism has already become part
of' mass tourist routes. For example, during trips to the beach
or cultural and educational tours, short trips and excursions
to national reserves or parks are organized. Undoubtedly,
the emergence of new trends changes the original meaning
and importance of ecotourism, and expands the meaning of
the concept of ecotourism. Statistics on tourism activities
in the national parks show that in 2017, compared to 2010,
the number of eco-trails and eco-routes increased by
5.3 times. The number of eco-tourists has also increased by
90 times. The number of tourists visiting museums in these
areas has tripled. However, it should be noted that, unlike
some Western countries, it is very difficult to estimate the
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real flow of tourists in Azerbaijan. The methods of tourist
registration are not clearly defined. Therefore, the actual
flow of tourists is several times higher than shown in the
statistics. This indicates that anthropogenic pressure on
natural areas is high. It should be noted that only more
accurate information can be obtained about tourists
who have organised group visits to national parks and
other protected areas, as the management of these parks
keeps a strict record of this. According to statistics, the
number of visitors to national parks is growing due to
local tourists. This trend is more manifested than in 2015
[1, p. 58-62]. National parks and reserves are the main
source of development of ecotourism. The preference of
tourists for this or that park depends on the organization
and infrastructure of these places, as well as the uniqueness
of the facilities and the level of services provided.

Despite the increase in the flow of tourists to national
parks and reserves, Azerbaijan is still unable to compete
with other countries in this area and lags behind in the
organization of ecotourism. The essence of the problem
is the poor development of infrastructure in these parks
and reserves, lack of funding, poor marketing and image
of facilities. Azerbaijan, with its vast natural resources,
can become one of the leaders in the field of ecotourism.
However, Azerbaijan is still far behind in the ecotourism
market and ranks last in the region among Russia, Turkey,
Iran, and Georgia in terms of ecotourism revenues.

Although the process of development of ecotourism
is active in different regions of Azerbaijan, one of the
main goals is to unite this direction in the form of a single
strategic policy, to ensure the socio-economic development
of the regions, the natural and ecological balance. These
objectives are also set out in detail in the Strategic
Roadmaps adopted by the President of the Republic of
Azerbaijan on December 6, 2016. The Strategic Roadmaps
show that for the development of eco-tourism and outbound
tourism in the country, the following key priority issues
must be addressed:

— training of qualified personnel in this field,;

— development of a wide range of new ecotourism
products;

— application of flexible pricing policy;

— state support for the promotion of ecotourism products
on the world market;

— joint activities of local communities and executive
authorities for the development of ecotourism in the
regions;

— attracting local and foreign investments, applying a
simplified tax burden and promoting the participation of
business people in the development of the region.

Today, eco-tourism is a complex direction that ensures
the mutual interests of tourism, culture and ecology.
Ecotourism is an event typical for the 21st century, which
can have a strong impact on the economy of the country
as a whole and its individual regions, the preservation of
natural areas.

Thus, the strengths of Azerbaijan’s tourism potential
are as follows:

— Azerbaijan has a rich historical, cultural and scientific
wealth. There are 9 climate zones in the country, which
allows both to develop different types of tourism and to
conduct interesting excursions;

— there are many cities and natural, historical and
cultural monuments with developed infrastructure in the
country; road infrastructure meets modern requirements.

However, certain factors have a negative impact on the
development of tourism, for example:

— uneven development of the regions — small hotels do
not meet world standards;

— small number of modern three-star hotels and motels;

— prices in 5-star hotels are very expensive, etc.

From the above, it can be concluded that the
development of eco-tourism in Azerbaijan can ensure the
rapid development of the country’s economy. However,
in addition to the strong positive advantages of eco-
tourism, there are also certain dangers. These include the
indifference of the local population and tourists to the
environment, the evacuation of local villages as a result
of the unfavourable demographic situation, and so on.
The development of eco-tourism in our country is also
conditioned by social order. Systemic approach to the
health problems of the population, effective use of leisure
time, promotion of a healthy lifestyle, creation of necessary
conditions for its implementation, moral and ecological
education of the population. For the development of
eco-tourism, it must be promoted and approved by the
population. To this end, it is necessary to make fuller use
of natural and recreational potential, limit and regulate
the unregulated flow of tourists to reserves, sanctuaries
and national parks, and carry out landscaping work in the
regions.

State regulation of tourism activities is carried out in
the following areas:

— creation of regulatory acts aimed at improving
relations in the field of tourism industry;

— assistance in promotion of tourism products in
domestic and world tourism markets;

— protection of the rights and interests of tourists,
ensuring their safety;

— licensing and standardization in the tourism industry,
certification of tourism products;

— determination of the rules of entry, exit and stay in the
territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan, taking into account
the interests of tourism development;

— direct budget funds for the development and imple-
mentation of targeted state programs for the development
of tourism;

— creation of favorable conditions for investments in
the tourism industry;

— creation of preferential loans, tax and customs
conditions for tour operators and travel agents engaged
in ecotourism activities in the territory of the Republic of
Azerbaijan;

— assistance in staffing of tourism activities;

— development of scientific research in the field of
ecotourism industry;
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— ensuring the participation of tourists, tour operators,
tour agents and their associations from Azerbaijan in
international tourism programs;

— provision of cartographic products;

— other methods applied in accordance with the
legislation of the Republic of Azerbaijan [7].

Conclusions. The current state of ecotourism in the
Republic of Azerbaijan, as well as measures aimed at its
development, allow us to assess the country’s competitive
advantages and disadvantages in terms of domestic
and foreign tourism. One of the main challenges facing
the tourism industry is to increase the level and quality
of tourism services. This issue is reflected in the state
programs adopted over the past 15 years. In terms of
tourism, Azerbaijan is a very expensive country. Both
domestic and foreign tourists suffer from high prices. In the
regions, a three-day stay in a “very inexpensive” hotel and
a tour of the surrounding nature, at best, costs 300-350 USD
per person. There are several reasons for this. Owners of
new accommodation are raising prices to cover investment
costs quickly. Control structures also play an important role
here, as costs affect the price of services. As a result, the

consumer suffers. High prices for tourism services are one
of the factors limiting the arrival of tourists to our country.
It should be noted that most Specially Protection Areas
(SPAs) do not have mechanisms in place to monitor possible
recreational loads and the environmental impact of tourism.
Lack of infrastructure, living conditions, vehicles or low
comfort, lack of tourist routes, equipped eco-trails, control
towers and other equipment, lack of specific information,
such as the flora and fauna of the area, are other factors that
weaken the development of ecotourism. Also, the lack of
knowledge and experience of local staff, especially in the
field of marketing, the inadequacy of prices for the quality
of services provided, the lack of sufficient paid products
and services in national parks are the main reasons for low
revenues from eco-tourism. There are also significant gaps
in the promotion of ecotourism in Azerbaijan. The solution
of all these problems can accelerate the transfer of funds
from ecotourism to the development of local communities
and increase employment there. Also, the local population
can closely participate in ensuring the socio-economic
development of the area, providing great support for the
development of ecotourism.
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NEPCHEKTUBHU PO3BUTKY EKOTYPU3MY B ABEPBANHI)KAHCHKIN PECITYBJIIIII

OO0HUM 3 ceKmMOpi6 eKOHOMIKU, WO PO3BUBAIOMbCSL 8 HEHADMOBoMY cekmopi, € mypusm. Hemoorcnuso ne nobauumu
HeOUB8HbO20 PO3GUMKY 6 2any3i mypusmy. Misichapooui 3maeants, wo npoGoOMbCs 6 HAWIL KpAiti, € OOHUM 3 201106~
HUX akmopie 3abe3nevenns NOMOKy mypucmie. 3i 3pOCmManHsM [Hmepecy mypucmie 00 HAwloi Kpainu 3pocmaroms i
suou mypusmy. Icnyiomo pizui 6uou mypusmy, i Kodjcen 3 Hux yuikanorui. Ooun 3 nHux — ekomypusm. Exomypusm — ye
8UO0 MYpUsMYy, Npu AKOMY IHO3eMHI 8i08i0V8aui KOHMAKMYIOMb 3 MICYeBUM HACEIeHHAM, OPeHOVIomb C80i OYOUHKU ma
Kopucmyomscs c8oimu Kyxuamu. Micyesi szcumeni maxkoxc ompumyroms iHgopmayiro npo Kpainy iHO3eMHO20 mypu-
cma, icmopito ma Kyismypy, My3uxy ma Kyxuio. 1ogopauu npo npupoOHuil mypusm, ekcnepmii 36epmaroms y8azy Ha
00X00U MICYes020 HACeleHHs. 610 Yb020 OI3HECY, KaXCyuu, wo ye 3anobdieae sk 6e3podimmio, Max i 3a1edcHOCmI iooell
610 depacasu. bacama npupoda Azepbaiiodcany, susHauHi nam 'simKuy, ceidce 2ipcvke NOSIMps, NPOXONIOOHI ddcepeid,

ceim Bioome Kacniticbke mope npuzeeno 00 cmeopenhs psioy MidCHAPOOHUX Mapupymie ma (Gopmyseants 6i0n06ionol

iHgppacmpykmypu. YV yvomy nnani Hawii Kpaiwni, aka mae sucione cmauosuuje 015 6y0b-aKoi cihepu mypusmy, Oyoice
nowacmuno. 3aeosaku ocodonusiu yeazi ma mypoomi Hawiozo eenuxkozo nidepa Iatidapa Anicea ma Ilpesudenma
Aszepbauidxncancoroi Pecnyonixu Inoxama Anicea, 6 nawiti kpaini ModicHa nobayumu 6e3niy Hanpsamxie mypusmy. Acxkpa-
BUM NPUKIAOOM YbO2O € 3UMOBULL TYPU3M, SKULL POZGUHYECSL 8 HAWUX GUSHAYHUX nam smkax, maxux sk [llaxoae, I'abana,
Lllexi. Kpim moeo, 3a60sxu cnisnpayi 3 €8paziicbkum OHOOM MUCTUBCOKUL MYPUIM 00CSI2 €020 NIKY 6 PI3HUX PeCIOHAX.
Haw mypucmuunuu cexmop, sikuii pozsueacmucsi nio ocoonrusum kokmponem OOH, OHECKO, ISESCO, COT ma inwux
MIJHCHAPOOHUX OP2aHI3ayill, pOUUPUBCS ceped Mypucmis. ¥ ybomy KOHMeKCmi poib eKOMypusmy, CmeopeHo2o 3 MO4KU
30py 30epedcents Hawoi KyIbmypHOi cnadwutu, nam smox icmopii ma Kyiemypu, a maxkoxtc HA8KOIUUHbO2O cepedo-
suwa, oyace senuka. Azepoatiodican mae 6ci ymosu, wob exomypusm cmaeg npudymrosoio eanyssio. Y Illexax cmeopeno
MoBAPUCMBO CIMENH020 8IONOYUHKY. [loma operdyiomb micyesi dcumeni 01 mypucmis. Y 6aeamvox Kpainax ceimy exo-
MypUsM, U0 MUCTUBCLKO20 NMYPUSMY, € OYaice NPUOYIMKOBUM NOLEM.

Knrwuosi cnosa: exonociuna uucmoma, 3uMOGUil Mypusm, MUCTUBCOKULL MYPUSM, MIJDCHAPOOHUL PUHOK MYPU3MY,
CIIbCOKULL MYPU3M, eKCIPEMATbHULL MYPU3M, 2IPCOKULL MYPU3M, CIPAMe2iuHi O0OPONCHI Kapmu, 0COOIUBO OXOPOHIOBAHI
npupooHi mepumopii.

MEPCHEKTUBBI PA3BBUTUSA DKOTYPU3MA B A3BEPBAVI’KAHCKOM PECITYBJIMKE

OO0HUM U3 PA3BUBAIOWUXCSL CEKMOPO8 IKOHOMUKU 8 HeHehmsHom cekmope sasemcst mypusm. Hesozmooicno ne ysu-
demb nociedHux oocmudiceHull & cghepe mypusma. MedcOynapoouvie copegHo8anus, NPOBOOUMblE 8 HAULel CMpAHe,
SAGNAIOMCSL OOHUM U3 OCHOBHBIX (haKmMopos, obecneuusaiowux nypucmuyeckuii nomok. Ilo mepe pocma unmepeca mypu-
CMo8 K Hawiell cmpane pacmym u uovl mypusma. Ecms pazuvie guovl mypusma, u xaxcowviii u3z nHux yuuxaier. QOoun u3
HUX — 9KOMYPUBM. DKOMYpusm — 3mo U0 mypusmd, npu KOmopom UHOCMpaHHvle NOCemumeny KOHMaKmupyom ¢ Mecn-
HbLM HACEeNeHUeM, CHUMAION OOMA U NOJIb3VIOMCS CBOUMU KYXHAMU. Mecmubie dcumenu maxdice nOIyuarom uH@opmayuio
0 cmpane UHOCMPAHHO20 MYPUCMA, UCMOPUU U KYIbimype, My3vike U Kyxue. 1060ps 0 npupoOnom mypusme, IKCnepmbl
06pawarom HUMAaHUe Ha O0X00bl MECTIHO20 HACELEHUsL OM D020 OU3HeCd, 2060psl, YMo OH NPedomepauiaem Kak 6e3pa-
bomuyy, max u 3asucumocms aroeti om 2ocyoapcmsa. boeamas npupooa Azepbaiioxrcana, oocmonpumeyamenbHOCmu,
ceedicull 20pHblll B030YX, NPOXAAOHbIE UCMOYHUKU, MUP 3HaAMenumoe Kacnuiickoe mope npuseno Kk co30anuio psoa medic-
OVHAPOOHBIX MAPUPYymos U QopMUposanuio coomeemcmsyoujell UHppacmpyknypsl. B smom niane nmaweii cmpane,
umerouyell bic00HOe non0dNCeHUe Ol 1000 chepbl MypusMa, ouelb NoBe3io.

Kniouegwie cnosa: sxonocudeckas 4ucmoma, 3UMHULL Mypusm, OXOMHUYUL MYPUIM, MENCOYHAPOOHDLI Nypucmuye-
CKULL PLIHOK, CEbCKULL NMYPU3M, IKCIPEMATbHbLIL MYPU3M, 20PHbLIL MYPUM, CIPAME2UYecKie OOPOAUCHbIE KaAPMbl, 0COO0
oxpansiemvie nPUpoOHbLE MEPPUNMOPULL.
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